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of transhipment for goods going to and coming from that province.
HarJk&vV, In addition to being an important manufacturing town,
seems destined to become one of-the great commercial centres of
China. It Is already connected with Peking by rail, and has recently
been connected with Canton by a line which runs by way of
Qmchow (where It is Joined by a branch from the Pinghsiang
mines), and follows the Cheling Pass rente which goes southward
along the valley of the Slang and its tributary the Lui, crosses
the Cheling Pass, and descends the valley of the Pei-kiang or
North River for ihe greater part of the remainder of the way to
Canton. A line from Hankow to Chengtu has been projected, but
cot much progress has yet been made with its construction.
Kiukiang, which is situated on the Yangtze, near the mouth of
the Poyang Lake, is the great collecting and distributing centre
for the rich province of Kiangsi. From it an important way of
communication from the Yangtze to the Si-Mang, known as the
Ambassadors5 Route, leads up the valley of the Kan-kiang, across
the Mailing Pass, and down the valley of the Pei-kiang to Canton,
Wuhu is a port for north-east Anhwei with different parts of which
it is -connected by a number of minor waterways. Nanking has
increased in importance since the opening of the Tientsin-Pukow
railway, which brings down from the north much goods formerly
sent eastwards to the Grand Canal by the Hwai and its tributaries.
From Pukow these are either shipped direct to Shanghai,, or
transferred to Nanking on the opposite side of the Yangtze and
forwarded by rail. As Nanking has both coal and iron in the
neighbourhood, it will probably develop into a large manufacturing
centre. Chinkiang is situated where the Grand Canal crosses the
Yangtze, but its trade is not so great as might have been expected,
as the canal, though it is still used to a considerable extent, has
not been altered to suit modern conditions, and has .even been
allowed to fall into decay in places, Shanghai, situated on the
Whangpoo about twelve miles from its confluence with the Yangtze
and between fifty and sixty miles from the*1 sea, is the great
commercial entrepot, not only for the Yangtze basin but- for the
whole of North CMna.
CBEKZAKG AND FUKTEN, The two provinces of CheMang and
Fnirien belong neither to the basin of the Yangtze nor to that of the
Si-kiaaag. Lying along' the south-east cpast of China, they are to